Interference of nucleases in cyanobacterium ferredoxin purification.
Isolation of cyanobacterial ferredoxin is normally carried out using nucleases in order to degrade the nucleic acids that accompany this protein during the purification procedure. However, this practice presents the inconvenience that these proteins remain in trace amounts in the purified ferredoxin preparations, although they are not visible by electrophoretical techniques. Evidence of that fact is shown in this report and an alternative procedure is described for the rapid preparation of ferredoxin from crude extracts of Anabaena PCC 7119. The method involves a treatment of the crude extract with streptomycin sulphate, a high molecular weight polication that precipitates the nucleic acids in the beginning of the purification.